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On the cover: Alex, Debora, 
Eileen, and Sera, smile on the 
Ontario front porch.  
Photo By Ryan Donnell 

Right: Francene, Lauren, and Mary 
enjoy being together in  
the Highland House backyard.  
Photo By Ryan Donnell



DEAR FRIENDS,

As I write this, we are approaching the second anniversary of the beginning of the COVID-19 shutdown. Two years 
of masks, distancing, staying safely at home, advocating for vaccines, quarantining, and regular testing. Two years of 
“unprecedented times.” 

The second year was in some ways harder than the first - as places opened up around us, we had to keep following 
restrictions. People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 and the government safety policies for 
disability service providers like ours are especially stringent. We’ve also faced increased staffing needs in the midst 
of a nationwide workforce shortage. We endured loss, including the loss of our brother Andrew. 

This year has also been a time of gratitude and accomplishment. We produced the “My Voice” film on inclusive 
medical care for people with intellectual disabilities. We led a discussion series on race, advocacy, and storytelling. 
Our Diversity Commission led us in hosting affinity listening groups. We spoke to over a thousand people about 
our mission and model. We kept each other safe. And we did all of this together. 

All of this would not be possible without the support of our many friends over the past year, and we are incredibly 
grateful! It was wonderful to see friends from all over the world at our virtual Heart of L’Arche fundraiser and 
witness your generosity in a tangible way. 

Thank you for helping us overcome together. We couldn’t do it alone, and we wouldn’t want to. 

Carolyn Rumer, Esq, Board President



In early 2021, we celebrated getting vaccinated! After many months of 
advocacy, core members were prioritized to receive the vaccine.  

We returned to being able to meet in groups, mostly outside, wearing 
our masks and keeping ourselves warm with heaters and fire pits in the 
wintertime. Many core members were also excited to return to day 
programs and jobs. We went on house vacations which was extra special 
for Joseph, who saw the ocean for the first time! Community members 
filled their time with local outings, movie nights, and reading – Bruce read 
most of the Harry Potter books! 

Even though we were vaccinated, 2021 was a challenging year. As people 
around us began to return to a more open life, we still needed to keep 
ourselves safe by following COVID regulations for group homes. Core 
members aging, more time at home, and the impacts of COVID mean that 
we’ve hired more assistants to provide the best community and care for 
core members. Rising to meet this need has been difficult, as caregivers are 
in short supply and workforce challenges rise across the country.

and Relationships

We continue to miss  
our brother Andrew who 
passed away in April 2021. 
We’ll never forget the light 
and laughter he brought  
to us all. 

April 25, 1978 – April 13, 2021

  Lifelong Care  



Clockwise  
from top left: 

Debora on house 
vacation at the 
beach. We use 
special beach chairs 
for mobility. 

Joseph and Eileen 
enjoy the ocean!

Hazel and her 
fellow community 
members received 
their first vaccine 
shots in January 
2021!

Bruce, Francene, 
Charles, and Laurie 
spent a lot of time 
watching trains 
at the local train 
station.



Clockwise from top left:

Michael blesses us with 
his knowledge of both 
L’Arche history and history 
in general. Alex reads one 
of his latest history books! 
Credit: Ryan Donnell 

Our My Voice series, 
based on experiences of 
people with intellectual 
disabilities, has been 
shown to medical students 
around the country.

All community members 
have a voice in making 
decisions for their house 
and sharing their gifts. 
Laurie and Bruce make 
dinner for their home! 
Credit: Ryan Donnell.

We hosted our first  
Diving Deeper series!  
Our second event was on 
the intersection of race 
and disability led by  
Dr. Georgette Ledgister.



An important aspect of our mission is building a more inclusive society, and this past year  
our outreach only grew! We spoke to over a thousand people and shared materials with  
countless others. Community members wrote and produced a film on how medical spaces 
 can be more accessible to people with intellectual disabilities. The film, called My Voice:  
Amplifying the Voices of People with Intellectual Disabilities in the Medical System, has  
now been shared with medical students and professionals around the country, including via  
many presentations led by core members! 

We also hosted three virtual Diving Deeper events, discussion events on issues that impact  
our community. We talked about storytelling, the intersection of race and disability, and the  
ways we advocate. Our Inclusion Party Team, which exists to teach people about inclusion  
and help us be led by core members, held their annual Inclusion Trainings for our staff and 
collaborated with L'Arche USA on a national presentation.

The pivot to virtual spaces only allowed our outreach to grow, as we spoke to hundreds of  
people about our mission, our model, and how we can all make the world more inclusive! 

Education and Advocacy



In L’Arche, mutual transformation is a way of life, as we grow together and support each other!  
It was wonderful this past year to welcome summer volunteers back into our community and  
see the ways we transformed each other. Having their energy and presence is a huge help to us! 
We were also grateful to the many people throughout the year who brought us meals.

We’re now in the process of crafting a new charter, a document shared by the entire 
International Federation of L’Arche that lays out what we believe and what unites us. This is 
a long process of allowing all members of L’Arche around the world to share their stories in 
different and creative ways! Through connection and reflection, together we’re thinking about 
what life at L’Arche means to all of us. 

Throughout the year we were able to attend learning series hosted by L’Arche USA, including  
the New Leader Learning series and the Inclusive Leadership series.  Our Diversity Commission 
led us in hosting Affinity Listening Groups with a space for "Remembering Summer 2020" in  
May 2021. They also put out, for the 3rd time, our Demographics and Cultural Competency 
Survey as we continue to change and learn! 

Prayer nights continued monthly, as did other spaces of faith formation. Even in difficult years,  
we are growing as people, as friends, and as a community. 

Mission of Transformation



Top left-right:

Our charter process team 
doing the work of creating 
our first draft charter. 
Photo provided by the 
charter process team.

Hazel washes Liddy’s 
feet during a Lenten foot 
washing ceremony. 

Bottom left-right:

Fritz and friends built a 
new greenhouse in the 
backyard of Highland 
House! Before…

…and after!  
Credit: Ryan Donnell 



Clockwise from  
top left:

Euclid House created 
a group Halloween 
costume based on their 
shared love of Uno!

Johnny enjoys  
writing outside on  
the Ontario porch. 

One of the summer 
volunteers helped  
6th Street House set  
up a new flower bed. 

Ontario and Euclid  
House get silly on  
house vacation!



Direct Mission – Impact per Program

n Lifelong Care and  59% 
 Relationships

n Mission of  24% 
 Transformation

n Education and Advocacy 17%

Your generous gifts supplement government contracts, making a holistic, high-quality life possible for L’Arche core 
members. Thank you for partnering with us to provide the compassionate care and transformational relationships 
that are lived out everyday at L’Arche. Without your partnership the work of L’Arche would not be possible. Here’s 
how the investment you made through L’Arche was used to further our mission in 2021.

L’Arche GWDC’s Fiscal Year 2021 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Income

n Charitable Income, 35% $1,615,652
Individuals, 24% $1,114,887
Foundations, 5% $216,798
Corporations, 1% $65,456
Churches, 1% $45,900
Other, 4% $172,611

n Program Income, 65% $2,999,021
DC Contracts, 31% $1,431,582
VA Contracts, 22% $1,012,805
Other, 12% $554,634

Total Income $4,614,673

Expenses

n Program Services $2,987,531

n Administration $595,575

n Fundraising $150,101

Total Expenses $3,724,207

Additional financial information is available upon request. Tax returns are publicly available online.



L’ARCHE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Françoise Aubry-Kendall
Bob Asselin
Kevin Belford, Esq.,  
Vice President

Michael Clemente, Esq., 
Secretary

Laura DeMaria
Christine Madigan
Rev. Tim Malone
Delila Pinckney 
Nadine Reid, Treasurer
Carolyn Rumer, President
Philip Ward, Esq.
Malcolm Young, PhD

THE HEART OF L’ARCHE 
SOCIETY

The Heart of L’Arche Society 
was created in 2009 to build 
a sustainable foundation 
for L’Arche’s financial future. 
Donors pledge $1,000 or 
more per year for three years, 
allowing L’Arche to plan ahead. 
Thank you to our Heart of 
L’Arche Society Members!

SERVANT-LEADERSHIP 
CIRCLE 

$25,000 or more per year  
for three years

Bob and Mary Jean Rumer
Chapman, Grace, Crawford, 

Jade, and Jarman Taylor

ADVOCACY CIRCLE 

$10,000 or more per year  
for three years

Colette and Peter Arntson
Elizabeth Black and John Cook
Lisa and Mac Cosgrove-Davies
Blayne, Rebecca, Maddie, Jillian, 
and Jack Grady 

Carolyn Rumer and Patrick Kibbe
Scott and Colleen Sport

COMMUNITY BUILDER 
CIRCLE 

$5,000 or more per year  
for three years

The AMDG Foundation
Jo-Ann Andriko and Bruce 
Krebs

CBGB
Peter Hakim
Christopher and Jane Keough
Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church

Ruth Sorenson
Roberta and Richard Theis
Hope Farrior and David Wiley

ACCOMPANIMENT CIRCLE 

$2,500 or more per year  
for three years

Kathryn and Shep Abell
Jane and Kevin Belford
Barbara and Matthew Black
Dulin United Methodist Church
Brian and Dale Healy
Ke Ji and Josef Skoldeberg
Yolanda and Dale Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Potthast
Margi Savage, SSJ
Tim Shriver and Linda Potter
Liz and Jesse Yoder
C. Ann and Malcom Young
Anonymous

These gifts were received in our fiscal year calendar  
October 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021. Donors who  
made gifts received after September 30, 2021 will be 
acknowledged in our next annual report.

Thank You!



COMPANION CIRCLE 

$1,000 or more per year  
for three years
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Bob Asselin
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Baird Smith
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Gregory and Sandra Cleva
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Coffey
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Donald C. Daniel
Laura DeMaria
Robert and Paula DeRoy
Connie and David Donohoe
The Edelbrock Family
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Erica and Ryan Gannett
In honor of Ltc. Oscar  
and Ellen Garcia
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Rev. Horace H. Grinnell
Meade and Mike Jones Hanna 
Jeffrey Harris
Maryanne Henderson
Dr. Robert P. Holman 
Matt and Taylor Jones
Deborah Justice and Joe Fina
Mary Kasper
Thomas Keaney
Peter Kehoe and Despina Raizes
Annie, Ruilei, and Ryland 

Kendrick
Christopher Kenny and  

Jessica Johnson
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Thomas and Rita Komara

Franz Kuo
Joni and Don Langevoort
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The Matich Family
Laura Maurath
Dennis and Jane McAuliffe
Carol and Mike McGarry
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Julie Nutter
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Mary Ruppert
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Louis and Karen Santone
Ken and Bich-Thuy Sault
Michael and Cindy Setum
Francis, Patrick, Joseph, Caitlin, 
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Kate Clegg Smith
Pat and Ivo Spalatin
James R. Stuart and Leisl C. Laird
Betty Sullivan
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Richard Taylor and Elizabeth 
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Beth Zgoda and Brian Tefft
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Clockwise  
from top left:

Kelly laughs as  
she spent time out  
in nature. 

Francene and Alice  
won a prize at the  
county fair last summer!

Eric on his first day  
back to work in May  
after COVID had shut 
down his work place  
for many months!

One of our nurses, 
Veronica, takes a swab  
for COVID testing.  
We do regular COVID 
testing for all community 
members. Credit: Ryan 
Donnell.
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Pat Seiler
Steven Seiler
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Nadia Stefko
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Mac Stewart
Eli Stoll
Jim Stormes
Drew and Yosbel Stoudt
Lila and Brendan Sullivan
Peter Sullivan
Raymond and Anne Sumser
Sarah Sun
Susan Swain
The Swanekamp Family
Richard and Emily Swartz
Thomas Sweeney
Beth Tarini
Linda Tefft
Team Teitgen
Marie Tenabe
Robert and Marjorie Thelen
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Fr. Kevin Thompson
Susan Thompson
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Krista Tretick
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Joan Tubbs
Heidi Tyson
Hannah and Alex Ulloa
Marty and Marianne Van Roekel
Andre and Sarah Vanier
Liliana Patricia Vargas
Robert Vega
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Kenneth Lee Vickers
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Billy and Sue Voinche
Jim and Valerie Walker
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and Robert Watkin
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Edward and Julie Watkins
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Martha and John Werning
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Norma Williamson
Lauri Willner
The Wood Family
The Worth Family
Holly Worthington
Angela Wright
Diane Wright
Darrell and Sylvia Yoder
Stephen Yoder
Zenon Zabinski
Terrence Zecha and Elizabeth Brady
Linda and Gene Zgoda
Jenna Zigman
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Faith Communities  
and Schools
Archdiocese of Washington 

Department of Special Needs 
Ministry

Catholic Diocese of Arlington
College of the Holy Cross
Dulin United Methodist Church
Eastern Mennonite University
Eighth Day Faith Community
Georgetown University
Incarnation Anglican Church
Jesuit Community of St. Aloysius
Jubilee Church
L'Arche Metro Richmond

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church
Notre Dame University
Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Catholic Church 
Seekers Church
The Shrine of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament
St. Mary's Episcopal Church
Virginia Theological Seminary

Foundations
The AmazonSmile Foundation
American Endowment Foundation
Arlington Community Foundation
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
The Caldwell and Ellen Kendrick 

Memorial Fund
The Capital Group Companies 

Charitable Foundation
Claude Moore Charitable 

Foundation
DC Developmental Disabilities 
Council

The Fenwick Foundation
Graubart-Riley Fund
Jerome A. Kaplan and Deena L. 
Kaplan Family Foundation, Inc.

The Moran Family Foundation
The Order of Malta, Federal 

Association-USA
Raymond James Charitable 

Endowment Fund
The Richard and Jacqueline 

Weaver Trust
  Rita A. Flahive Charitable Fund
Share Fund
Stetson Faust Family Charitable Fund
Swartz Living Trust
TEGNA Foundation
Washington Forrest Foundation
Anonymous (3)

Corporate and 
Community Partners
ALCO Pharmacy
Bernstein Management 
Corporation

The Boeing Company
Creative Print Group
Crum and Forster Insurance
Guardian Fire Protection
Han Group LLC
Hatcher Design Office
Honeywell International 
Corporation

Office of the Deputy Mayor 
for Planning and Economic 
Development

The Paschal Lamb
Taggart Bradley and Agnes, LLC
Truist 
United Way of Greater Atlanta

United Way of the National 
Capital Area

The World Bank

Thank you to Virginia Theological 
Seminary for being a leading sponsor 
of our Heart of L’Arche Event!

United Way: #8388 

CFC: #73532



IDENTITY STATEMENT

We are people with and without intellectual disabilities, sharing life in communities belonging to an 
International Federation. Mutual relationships and trust in God are at the heart of our journey together.  
We celebrate the unique value of every person and recognize our need of one another.

OUR MISSION IS TO...

Make known the gifts of people with intellectual disabilities, revealed through mutually transforming 
relationships. Foster an environment in community that responds to the changing needs of our 
members, while being faithful to the core values of our founding story. Engage in our diverse cultures, 
working together toward a more human society.

STAY INVOLVED! Head to www.larche-gwdc.org to sign up for our monthly e-newletter, 
read recent blogs, and attend virtual events! 

L’ARCHE GREATER WASHINGTON, D.C.    

P.O. Box 21471  |  Washington, D.C. 20009   

202.232.4539  |  info@larche-gwdc.org


