
GET INVOLVED

L’Arche Greater Washington, DC  

accepts applications on a  

rolling basis for assistants in  

Washington, DC and Arlington, VA. 

We’re also looking for volunteers!  

If you’re interested in these  

opportunities, having dinner,  

or praying with us and more,  

check out:  

larche-gwdc.org/get-involved

CONTACT US

L’Arche Office
202.232.4539 
info@larche-gwdc.org

Mailing Address
L’Arche Greater  
Washington, D.C. 
P.O. Box 21471 
Washington, D.C. 20009

www.larche-gwdc.org

FIND US ON:

 

BUILDING COMMUNITIES  OF FAITH  

AND LIFELONG HOMES WITH PEOPLE 

WHO HAVE INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

“¿Cuantos hermanos tienes?”

“He wants to know how many siblings you have.”  
Surrounded by family, friends, and L’Arche Greater 
Washington, DC community members who 
traveled from far and wide the moment they 
heard the news, Walton Schofield said his final 
goodbyes on January 18, 2018. With a pen in 
one hand, and a New Yorker in the other, Walton, 
a core member at Ontario House, passed away 
after over 14 years of living in the community. 
He was 69 years old.

Walton’s journey into L’Arche was long coming. 
After the Schofield family emigrated from Cuba 
in the early 1960s, Walton and his brother Johnny 
were cared for by their parents in Miami. When 
Walton’s sister Virginia decided to care for the 
brothers in Washington, DC in the 1980s, Johnny 
joined the L’Arche community soon thereafter. After 
Ontario House installed its first elevator in 2003, 

Walton could finally follow Johnny and reunite with 
his brother in a home, which, as Virginia relates, 
was a longstanding dream of the Schofield family.

The life of L’Arche involves intentionally and  
relentlessly affirming the gifts of community 
members. When a core member like Walton 
leaves us, through the tears, mourning, and 
sorrow, the affirmation continues. In the days 
after Walton’s passing, many gathered at our DC 
homes, Euclid (“The Red Door”) and Ontario, to 
trade stories of Walton and memories of his gifts.

Universally, those gathered remembered that 
Walton was content “with the simple things 
in life.” Not only did he ooze a sense of  

“contagious” peace from simply holding just the 
right pen, cup of coffee, or magazine, but he also 
told stories with as much excitement, animation, 
and passion as anyone else.

Continued next page > 

Gentle Waltico, Fierce Love, 
Cherished Gifts By Vasu Abhiraman
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Longtime community member Melissa Javier-Barry  
remembered the period in which Walton was welcomed 
to the L’Arche community. She described how she and 
other community members spent many days at Virginia’s 
house learning how to care for and love Walton: 

“Virginia set an expectation for a level of fierceness in our 
love for Walton. This set a precedent, passed from person to 
person, for the way we love each member of our community.”

Others remembered how Walton taught them about 
“contemplation and solitude.” How he exuded a “benevo-
lent” and “magnetic” presence. How he invited the  
community to contemplate the “sacredness” of routine.

Many of those who were unable to attend, in their  
grief and gratitude, took to social media. Former assistant 
Anders Carlson shared memories from Minnesota: 

“Walton and I could sit for hours in a coffee shop or on a 
park bench. He’d slam a coffee (with plenty of azucar y 
leche) and just sit quietly, looking around, shaking hands with 
people and charming them with his handsome smile and 
vintage Cuban style. He didn’t have to say much. And to be 
sitting in a coffee shop in Washington DC without a laptop, 
without a phone in our hands, not yapping away at each 
other, it felt like a protest. But it was just his way. I think that’s 
why people instantly loved this man. He reminds us of how 
sweet it could be if we just slowed down a little.”

Former assistant Kara Cunnane also shared from afar,  
with an immense sense of thankfulness:

“Thank you [Walton] for all of the handshakes, all of the 
opportunities to recap your pens with the right colored cap, 
the bedtime whispers and cheek kisses, the daily discipline of 
gently caring for our burdened bodies, for reluctantly sharing 
your goras and guayaberas, your patience with my clumsy 
Spanish, the soothing sound of your bloques sliding across 
your desk, your stories about the dentist, your love for la 
playa and postre, your insistence on speaking your needs and 
desire . . . Thank you for teaching me that every day is a new 
opportunity to re-meet those we know.”

Walton’s relationships with other core members of the 
L’Arche GWDC community were paramount as well, 
often modeling the beauty of connection through silence. 
Core member Andrew Commisso and assistant Summer 
Elliot reminisced on Walton and Andrew’s relationship, 
how Walton would “put down whatever he was doing” to 
shake hands with Andrew. Other core members expressed 
simply that they will miss their interactions with Walton.

While Walton Schofield, immigrant, citizen, and gentle lover 
of pens, will no longer be with us in the flesh, his brother 
Johnny, his sister Virginia, and the fierce love that Virginia 
modeled for this L’Arche community will remain.

Te amamos, Waltico.

L’ARCHE GREATER WASHINGTON D.C.



The story of how I met and became friends with Hazel  
is one I truly love.

I was late to Mass (as usual), and wanted to sit near the 
choir, admittedly, to be in closer proximity to a boy I had 
a crush on. I noticed a pew close to the musicians with 
enough space for me. I asked the stranger on the end if 
he’d scoot over a bit. He looked a bit worried and shook 
his head, no.

I was a bit star tled. Who says ‘no, we won’t make room 
for you,’ in church?

Confused, I found a seat in the next pew. As Mass  
progressed, I realized why the stranger had said no:  
he was sitting with several people who couldn’t just  
scoot over—at least one had a physical disability and  
the others wouldn’t understand the need to quietly  
move to make room for one more during a hushed,  
solemn Mass. My amazement and slight annoyance  
quickly turned into humility.

Soon after that, I attended the bir thday par ty of one 
of our priests. I recognized the stranger and one of the 
people he had been sitting with. I sat down with the two 
of them—James and Hazel—to enjoy the festivities. I 
learned that Hazel, like me, loves champagne! (And I was 
a bit jealous: she had a designated driver—James—and 
could drink as much as she wanted! I had to content 
myself with just one glass.) At that same bir thday par ty, 
Hazel’s friend Jack presented her with a bracelet from 
one of his recent travels. Out of kindness, he gave one to 
me, too! We had matching bracelets and a matching love 
for champagne: a friendship was born!

I WORE THE BRACELET FOR WEEKS AND EVERY TIME  

I SAW HAZEL AT OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE, WE’D EACH 

POINT AT OUR MATCHING BRACELETS. SOON AFTER THAT, 

HAZEL, JAMES AND THE OTHERS BEGAN TO SAVE A SEAT 

FOR ME AT MASS (REGRETTABLY, I DID NOT LEARN TO  

ARRIVE EARLIER).

I love the story because, I believe, it is a quintessential 
story of friendship.

Friends learn about—and from—one another. That day 
I learned Hazel loves bubbly and that people in wheel-
chairs who may not be able to communicate as clearly as 
I can still, of course, have interests and favorites just like 
anyone else. In the years since that par ty, I’ve learned that 
Hazel loves hotdogs and bracelets, coffee and par ties, 
travel and playing jokes on friends. She loves her family 
(especially her sister Pam) and her housemates (especially 
those who closely suppor t her : James, Sarah, Lauren).  
And I’ve learned that watching someone you love go into 
a surgery—even a routine one—is scary.

Friendships and relationships thrive in love and community. 
I am thankful to Jack and James for bracelets and honesty 
and welcome. L’Arche and Our Lady Queen of Peace and 
my and Hazel’s friends in those communities nourish us. 
Their love makes each of us and our friendship better.

Friends are open to each other and imagine a future with 
one another in their lives. A chance encounter developed 
into a life-changing relationship and a story frayed with 
loving retelling. A church event led to shared meals, a va-
cation to New Orleans, invitations to each other’s homes, 
and many adventures yet to come.

Thank you, Hazel, for the memories! I love ya!

How I Met Hazel  By Liza Karlin

Hazel and Liza
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New Board Members
The L’Arche Greater Washington, DC Board of Directors is made up of dedicated and 
faithful servants to our mission. Here are its newest members: 

Laura DeMaria joined the L’Arche board in September of 2017. Laura is the  
Executive Director of the National Association for County Community and Economic 
 Development (NACCED). She is an alumnus of the University of North Carolina  
at Chapel Hill and the American University School of Public Affairs, where she earned  
a Master’s in Public Administration and Nonprofit Management.

Tim Malone joined the L’Arche board in January of 2018. He first connected to L’Arche 
through St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Arlington, a church he shared with many members 
of the L’Arche community, where he served as the Senior Associate to the Rector.  Tim 
brings twenty years of experience in the Federal Government as a Mental Health Therapist. 
He specializes in family therapy, couples counseling, and substance abuse work.

Carolyn Rumer joined the L’Arche board in January 2017. She is an attorney and  
a former L’Arche GWDC Assistant who works for the Legal Aid Society of DC.  
She attended law school at the University of Virginia. Before law school, Carolyn  
completed a B.S. in Anthropology and Honors History at the University of Notre Dame.

L’ARCHE GREATER WASHINGTON D.C.

Dear Friends,
As we reflect back on 2017, we are reminded of all the change that L’Arche Greater Washington, DC has undergone.  
The community navigated leadership transitions, changing needs due to aging, and many goodbyes and welcomes.  
Through it all, we continue to recognize our need for each other.

L’Arche Greater Washington DC is a community of faith, transformation, and belonging. In 1983 we embarked on a  
journey to create homes that center around adults with intellectual disabilities who call us to deeper, more vulnerable, 
and trusting relationships with each other and with God. L’Arche has become a family of belonging where every  
member is celebrated for their gifts, supported in their changing needs, and challenged to grow. Mutual transformation 
occurs when those with and without intellectual disabilities foster relationships built on value, respect, and dignity.

As L’Arche founder Jean Vanier writes in his book Community and Growth, “A community is only being created when  
its members accept that they are not going to achieve great things, that they are not going to be heroes, but simply live 
each day with new hope, like children, in wonderment as the sun rises and in thanksgiving as it sets.”

The beauty of L’Arche is that through many acts of love and forgiveness our hearts are transformed and we begin  
to see ourselves and each other differently.  It is through the refining seasons of change and growth that we begin to  
see that we are being renewed.

Thank you, friends, for joining us in our mission as we live each day with new hope.

  

 Fr. Thomas P. Gaunt, SJ, Board President
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• Charles and Luke represented L’Arche GWDC at the 
L’Arche International   Federation   Assembly   in   Belfast,   
Northern   Ireland

• In June, all members of our L’Arche GWDC homes 
ventured to Scranton, PA for the L’Arche USA Eastern 
Regional Gathering 

• In August, L’Arche GWDC took its annual trip to Bull Run 
Regional Park and Atlantis Waterpark

• The community conducted a number of successful open 
house events, including one to coincide with the opening 
of a new apartment for Euclid core members

• L’Arche GWDC partnered with various organizations this 
year including Georgetown, the ARC, various parishes, 
visiting schools like Assumption College and Notre Dame, 
Dignity Church, St. Matthew’s Cathedral, and many more

• The L’Arche GWDC Executive Team reached a new  
shared leadership model, between the positions of Human 
Services Leader and Community Leader

• Laurie was sponsored on Virginia local news for her  
weaving prowess

• L’Arche GWDC held its annual SolidariDAY to raise 
money for L’Arche International

• The Mo Higgs Gallery: L’Arche GWDC’s partner in the 
community, Art Enables, opened a new permanent off-site 
gallery space named in honor of L’Arche member Maurice 
‘Mo’ Higgs

• Kelly performed in the play “Out of Monet” through  
ArtStream

• Hazel and Liza traveled to New Orleans

• Many community members entered into marriage  
with L’Arche GWDC core members at their side or  
delivering toasts 

• Eric and Fritz played for Arlington Red with Special  
Olympics basketball at the Marymount University tournament

• Fritz and Vince held an Art Show at Church of the Pilgrim 
with all proceeds to support L’Arche India

Community
L’Arche Greater Washington, D.C., is an interdenominational Christian community that welcomes people of all  
backgrounds to share life together. Community life is centered on four communal homes and the fifteen members  
who have intellectual disabilities, known as core members. 

Each community member is encouraged to discover and deepen his or her spiritual life and live it according to  
their particular faith and tradition. Those who have no religious affiliation are also welcomed and respected  
in their freedom of conscience. 

Here are just a few highlights from our active community:
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• Due to accessibility concerns at Euclid House, core  
members Sonny, Mo, and Andrew moved around the 
corner from Euclid to a more accessible Jubilee  
Housing apartment, a product of our strong relationship 
with Jubilee Housing

• The L’Arche GWDC team reviewed and updated its  
orientation process

• Longtime assistant and administrator Eva-Elizabeth  
Chisholm took over as community Human Services Leader, 
supervising the provision of professional services

• David Wiley came over as our new Chief Financial Officer 
from Jubilee Housing, bringing scores of experience in 
nonprofit management and finance

• Personal MAPs with service goals were discerned for  
sixteen core members, as a precursor to ISP meetings  
with governmental agencies in DC and Virginia

• The DC community welcomed Maryanne Henderson as 
new Service Team Leader

• Responding to expressed needs of core members, a  
walk-in accessible bathtub was installed at Ontario House

• An accessibility ramp was revamped for Highland House

• Core members like Laurie traveled far and wide with the 
support of other community members ensuring mobility 
and access to care. Laurie visited her childhood home in 
Norway, accompanied by Tam

• L’Arche explored additional ways to support our  
community in using Spanish and ASL communication, 
including a training co-led by core members and assistants 
hosted at an All-Employees café

Professional Services
Foundational to the community’s well-being and the fulfillment of the L’Arche Greater Washington, DC mission is the 
dedication and tenderness of the professionals who provide support for daily living. Within the context of the home, 
L’Arche assistants administer medication, provide personal care, plan nutritious meals to suit particular diets, help  
navigate complex social settings, and offer guidance in decision making. 

The community continues to deal with joys and challenges in these areas as core members age in place, providing  
necessary accommodation with the generous support of our donors.

In 2017, L’Arche improved its professional services in these ways, among others:
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• Many L’Arche members including Sarah, Eva-Elizabeth, Fritz, 
Laurie, and John visited Capitol Hill for the National Down 
Syndrome Society’s Buddy Walk on Washington in April, 
where they met with the office of Sen. Mark Warner and 
Rep. Don Beyer from Virginia among others

• L’Arche advocates including Charles and Eva-Elizabeth 
joined a contingent from the Arc of Northern Virginia 
to visit representatives in Richmond to ask for additional 
Medicaid Waiver “slots” and funding for community-based 
services

• L’Arche members gathered in February for letter-writing 
day to representatives regarding disability rights

• Former assistant Yuko advocated and achieved a change in 
her textbooks in medical school regarding disabilities due 
to her experience at L’Arche

• Kelly and Lauren traveled to Chicago in November as  
part of the L’Arche USA Inclusion Team formation

• Fritz and Katie delivered a presentation at the Ignatian 
Family Teach-In for Justice conference, sharing about 
L’Arche and everyday solidarity with students, faculty 
members, and teachers 

• Francene and Lauren participated in Proclamation Day  
for people with disabilities for Arlington County 

• Members of the DC and VA communities participated in 
The Arc of Northern Virginia’s Corporate and Community 
Team Challenge at Burke Lake Park, specifically the “2-mile 
walk with sprints in between”

Advocacy
For generations, people with intellectual disabilities have been ignored, excluded, and spoken for. L’Arche aims to change 
that by advocating with people who have intellectual disabilities for the rights and dignity they deserve.

Advocacy can mean working to change policies to give core people more freedom. It can mean calling a reporter to help 
illuminate problems in our system. It can include calling an insurance company and spending an hour on the phone. Most 
often, advocacy means asking questions and really listening to the answer, then joining our voices together to speak up 
for change.

Here are just a few examples of our advocacy:



Photo Album

Johnny and Eileen

Francene the Easter Bunny

VA Community at the Arlington County Fair

Mo, Lara, Sonny, Deb, EunSung, Andrew, Sito, and Winnie at SolidariDAY

Bruce using banana phone



Nats Game

Charles, Fritz, Sarah, and Lauren  
at Shrinemont Retreat Center

Fritz riding horses

Highland House at the pumpkin patch



Financial Statement 
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017   
The public version of our 990 is available upon request. 

At L’Arche Greater Washington, D.C., community  
life centers on four homes where fifteen core people, 
members with intellectual disabilities, live together with 
the people who assist them. In addition to these life-long 
homes, L’Arche provides professional-support services 
and seeks ways for core people to be actively  
engaged in the social, civic, and spiritual life of Greater 
Washington, D.C. 

Thank you to the many generous donors whose  
financial gifts supplement government contracts, making  
a holistic, high-quality life possible for L’Arche members.

Johnny, Cruz, 
and Debora bake 
gingerbread 
people

Silly faces at Sixth Street

Our Community at Bull Run Regional Park

Vince and Fritz

REVENUE

n Government Contracts $2,282,851
n Contributions  $1,135,910

Individual Donors  $672,146

Foundations  $139,766

Churches  $164,766

Corporations  $133,278

Other   $25,954

n Other Income $298,603

Total Revenue $3,717,364

EXPENSES

n Program $2,611,920
n Education & Outreach   $122,204
n Administration $633,463
n Fundraising $141,772

Total Expenses  $3,509,359 

Total Assets  $6,771,979 

Total Liabilities  $2,874,091 

Total Net Assets  $3,897,888 

61%

31%

8%

REVENUE EXPENSES

74.4%

18.1%

4%

3.5%



When I joined L’Arche GWDC as an assistant in Ontario 
House, I was decidedly not a Christian. In fact, I have the 
distinct honor of scandalizing our beloved Sarah Ruszkowski 
(Home Life Leader 2012-2017) in our first accompaniment 
meeting. Apparently, I was the first person who ever told 
Sarah that I wasn’t sure I believed in God. I remember 
telling her that I didn’t even know what it would mean to 
believe in God. She didn’t share her surprise until years 
after the fact. But that’s for later in the story.

I first arrived at Ontario amidst the hustle and bustle 
of dinner. I don’t remember much from that first meal 
together, except the water that burned behind my eyes as 
we passed the candle. I had just left graduate school at an 
esteemed university where I had spent an unhappy year 
studying theology. Something was broken in that prestigious 
place and in myself too. But during that first supper with 
L’Arche, I felt the fugitive hope that I finally had found the 
right place to bring my brokenness, and the right place 
to transfigure it. Somewhere between the two seconds 
Michael spent with the candle, and the two minutes Johnny 
spent with it, I experienced the first of countless times I’d 
fight back tears around that table.

That night, Johnny’s two minutes at the dinner table were 
just a warm-up. In the lull that followed our meal, as the 
assistants went about attending to the various loose ends 
of the day, I wandered toward a desk in the corner of the 
TV room. It was covered in papers, notebooks, pens, Bibles, 
and crayons. Johnny looked up at me with a big smile. It 
was the first time he’d direct the warmth of his attention 
my way. 

It is hard to describe that posture, but everyone who 
knows Johnny has been beckoned by it. He leans toward 
you and dials-in on your person, as if you were the only 
thing in existence; he tilts his head down slightly to look 
intently over the top of his glasses; and he raises his  
right hand in a gesture that now strikes me as a kind of 
benediction. When Johnny beckons, and when he holds 
his right hand up in prayer, his hand often resembles the 
manual gesture used in the iconography of Christ to signify 
benediction: the thumb, index, and middle fingers are 
raised, while the ring and pinky fingers are lowered. It is 
the gesture priests continue to use when performing 
benedictions, and the resemblance is fitting. Not only 
does Johnny love the priesthood, but the English word 

“benediction” is a translation of Latin words that mean to 
“speak well.” Little did I know that the man inviting me into 
conversation that evening would indeed speak so very, 
very well.

“Heeeeey! Cómo se dice tu nombre? …..What is your 
name?” 

“My name is Charles. What is your name?”

“Ah! Chow! My name is John Schofield. How many years in 
Washington, DC?”

I pulled up a chair and we spoke for nearly two hours. 
Sadly, I didn’t speak Spanish then, and I don’t speak Spanish 
now. But Johnny is an incredible communicator. Though I 
did not know the meaning of many of his words, a kind 
of Pentecostal understanding began that night. Despite 
all that I did not know, it was abundantly, gloriously clear 
that John Schofield was a man of passion and compassion, 
intensity and conviction, warmth and generosity. I knew 
right away that I had made a friend. Not long thereafter, I 
learned that I would have the profound privilege of sharing 
accompaniment with Johnny.

 The year I lived in L’Arche was one of those rare  
experiences when something is all that you hoped it 
would be. It was, as we say, transformative, and my  
friendship with Johnny was central to that transformation. 
But as we who have formed and been formed by L’Arche 
must continually learn, transformation is not a static point 
of arrival. Transformation, like friendship, is ongoing. 

Johnny The Baptist By Charles Rousseau

Charles and Johnny



So this past October, when I found myself in conversations 
about being baptized, I had transformation on my mind 
once again. Having never been baptized, and having 
recently accepted myself as a Christian, I was excited and 
nervous to engage the formal process of the baptismal 
sacrament. Part of this process, my Episcopalian priest  
explained, would be identifying someone who could  
sponsor my baptismal candidacy, someone who could 
speak to my belonging in the beloved community of those 
who follow Christ. I immediately thought of Johnny.

Happily, Johnny agreed to be my sponsor, and on Saturday 
November 4th, I drove to pick him up from DC and bring 
him down to NC. In a providential turn of events, Sarah 
Ruskowski just so happened to be in DC that weekend for 
a wedding. She, too, has been a transformative friend, and I 
asked if she would consider leaving DC at 4am and driving 
a rental car down to NC to join us at the baptism. To my 
great joy, that is exactly what she did. On Sunday morning, 
November 5th, during the celebration of All Saints Day, I 
found myself in a situation I never could have imagined: I 
was in a church I loved, about to be baptized, with frank-
incense in the air, my family all around me (including my 
eight-month old nephew in my lap), and my dear friends 
from L’Arche by my side. Johnny’s tarea said, “Today is the 
baptism of Charles my friend.”

THE FAMILIAR BURN BEHIND MY EYES WAS  

PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE, BUT I  

ALMOST LOST IT WHEN THE GOSPEL WAS READ: 

“BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS  

IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN…”

I am, and have been, and will be, the poor in spirit. But on 
that day, the day of my baptism, I once again had the rare 
experience where something is everything you hoped it 
would be. It was a reunion many years in the making, long 
hoped for and unlikely (just ask Sarah!). Yet there I was, sur-
rounded by what have been, for me, the two best  
examples of the kingdom of heaven: the family I come 
from, and the L’Arche family that welcomed me.

When the time came for Johnny to present me for  
baptism, the man of benediction did not disappoint. Johnny 
not only said that I should be baptized, but he also offered 
up his passionate prayers for the poor, for the people of 
his own church, for the L’Arche community, for the people 
of Cuba and Puerto Rico, and for all who are sick. It was  
a glorious and unscripted moment of joy – and it was  
pure Johnny.

After the service, Sarah, Johnny, and I joined with the 
church congregation and my family to enjoy a big potluck 
meal. We spent a long and happy afternoon talking and 
eating together. When the potluck died down, Johnny 
joined my father and brother-in-law to watch football  
and relax on the couch, while I made sure to find, and 
thank, the counters of the day’s tithes. During the offering, 
Johnny had very generously given a galloon-sized ziplock 
bag full of pennies. That night, we gathered together for a 
meal, and afterwards, we shared our thoughts on the day 
as we passed the light of a candle from person to person. 
When it came time for Johnny’s two minutes, he spoke 
about the number of people in his church: “seventeen, 
eighteen, a hundred thousand people!” he said. And as 
he spoke, I realized that now, as of this day, that number 
included one more.

Charles, Sarah, and Johnny
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Between March 2010 and November 2017, I was welcomed 
as a member of four different L’Arche communities: L’Arche 
Clinton, L’Arche GWDC, Asha Niketan Asansol and Asha 
Niketan Chennai.  I also enjoyed extended visits with L’Arche 
Erie and Asha Niketan Kolkata.  It has been wonderful to live 
with these six communities and appreciate several mutual 
relationships.  Now that my commitment with L’Arche  
FMR India is complete, Edna asked if I would share a brief 
reflection about my experience of solidarity within L’Arche.

A few weeks after I joined L’Arche GWDC, I was in the 
kitchen with Bruce and Luke, when Bruce asked us, “Why 
are we brothers?”  Having grown up as an only child, Bruce 
had only ever lived with his parents before joining our 
community.   Charles kept referring to everyone as sisters 
and brothers, and Bruce was trying to make sense of it 
all.  “Why do you think?” Luke responded. “Because we live 
together, and we love each other,” Bruce suggested. Bruce’s 
beautiful understanding has often come to mind when I 
have reflected on solidarity.  It is moving to realize, that in all 
the L’Arche communities throughout the world, community 
members are growing in love as they live together as sisters 
and brothers.

In Asha Niketan Asansol, community members refer to 
anyone who is older as Didi or Dada (Elder Sister or Elder 
Brother).  Since most of the Core Members were children 
and teenagers when I joined the community in 2015, many 
referred to me as James Dada.  I loved it, especially when 
Pintu shouted “James Dada!” whenever I chased him around 
or carried him on my shoulders. In Chennai, Akka and Anna 
are expressions used for elder siblings, and since most of the 
Core Members were older, Assistants used these terms out 
of affection and respect. Sometimes I would smile when  
referring to Peter Anna as my brother, because he is thirteen 
years older than my parents.  Peter Anna has taught me so 
much about openness, trust, healing, and fidelity in prayer.

While living as sisters and brothers, members of L’Arche 
grow in gratitude for all of creation together, and it is 
inspiring to learn of various affinities fellow members have 
for plants and animals.  Fritz has taught many to recognize 
the sacredness of flowers. He and I often purchased flowers 
to take to his mom and always a second bouquet for his 
bedroom. In the L’Arche communities in India, flowers from 
the community gardens are offered to guests as a gesture 
of welcome. Linda had a deep appreciation for animals, and 
it was a gift to share with her over Skype about a stray cat 
and a family of dogs that lived on Asha Niketan Asansol’s 
property before she passed away. Over the years, I have 
found myself delighting in certain plants and animals that 
have brought joy to fellow community members.  

Many family members and friends have asked if it was  
challenging to live in cultures where English is seldom  
spoken. “How can you regard someone as a sister or brother 
when you are incapable of having a full conversation?”   
I have come to realize that dialogues are unnecessary  
for mutuality to be experienced. Offering one another 
tenderness and sharing in a common way of life allows for 
bonding without words. I will always be grateful for Victor, 
George, Harlan, Francene, Hazel, Fritz, Linda, Maria Dada, 
Akash, Bittu, Muneshwar Dada, Bala Anna, and Franci Akka 
for all they have taught me in silence and compassion.    

Thank you for reading this reflection and for all the  
support you offer members of L’Arche GWDC. Hopefully 
you will also have a chance to visit or join another L’Arche 
community for an extended period.

Sisters & Brothers By James Schreiner
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L’ARCHE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Robert Asselin, Treasurer
Françoise Aubry-Kendall, Secretary
Constance Battle
Kevin Belford, Esq.
Jerry Bentley
Laura DeMaria
David Donohoe, Esq.
Fr. Thomas P. Gaunt, SJ, President
Christine Madigan, Vice-President
Rev. Tim Malone
Carolyn Rumer, Esq.
Malcolm Young

THE HEART OF L’ARCHE 
SOCIETY

The Heart of L’Arche Society 
was created in 2009 to build  
a sustainable foundation for 
L’Arche’s financial future. Donors 
pledge $1,000 or more per year 
for three years, allowing L’Arche 
to plan ahead. Thank you!

SERVANT-LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
$25,000+ per year for three years

Chapman, Grace, Crawford, Jade, 
and Jarman Taylor

ADVOCACY CIRCLE 
$10,000+ per year for three years

Colette and Peter Arntson
Elizabeth Black and John Cook
Lisa and Mac Cosgrove-Davies

COMMUNITY BUILDER CIRCLE
$5,000+ per year for three years

Jo-Ann Andriko and Bruce Krebs
The AMDG Foundation
Christopher and Jane Keough
Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Catholic Church
Ruth and Arne Sorenson
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Roberta and Richard Theis
Richard A. and  

Jacqueline M. Weaver
Hope Farrior and David Wiley

ACCOMPANIMENT CIRCLE 
$2,500+ per year for three years

Kathryn and Shep Abell
Jane and Kevin Belford
Barbara and Matthew Black
Dulin United Methodist Church
Rebecca and Blain Grady
Yolanda and Dale Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Potthast
Carolyn Rumer and Patrick Kibbe
Bob and Mary Jean Rumer
Margi Savage, SSJ
Tim Shriver and Linda Potter
Claire Cunningham and Philip Ward
Anonymous (2) 

COMPANION CIRCLE 
$1,000+ per year for three years

Chris and Patricia Abell
Gail Arnall
Bob Asselin
Françoise Aubry-Kendall and Ron 

Kendall
Michael F. and Lee N. Barry
Roslyn L. Barry
Harold Beebout
Catherine and David Belli
Sue Lewis Bodner
Michele and James Bowe
Paul and Melissa Brinkley
Lt. Kristen Byers
Maureen Byrnes
Stephen J. Callahan and Christine 

Madigan
Paul and Joanie Cataldo
Paulette Cerutti
Michele Chang, and Karl, George, 
and Samantha Whichard

Mark and Jane Chopko
Joy and Jerry Choppin
Angela and Chris Ciccolo
Kelly and Andrew Cleary
Gregory and Sandra Cleva
Robert Commisso  
and Denise Leith

Julie A. Cook
Ruth D’Eredita
The Honorable John H. Dalton
Donald C. Daniel  
and Elizabeth Griffith Daniel

Theresa and Jack DeGioia
Robert Doan
Hollye and David Doane
Connie and David Donohoe
Fabrice and Béatrice Mosneron 

Dupin
Cathy Ellis
Ellen Farrior
Tommy Forr
Irma and Richard Frank
Kevin and Catherine Gallagher
In honor of Ellen and Oscar 
Garcia

Georgetown University
Alison Gramann and Andrew Willis
Shawn and Sandy Gremminger
Rev. Horace H. Grinnell
Jeffrey Harris
Gregory Cohen and Bonnye Hart
Dale and Brian Healy
The Honorable J. Douglas Holladay
Bob Holman
Rev. Conrad  C. Hoover
Matt and Taylor Jones
Deborah Justice and Joe Fina
Mary Kasper
Christopher Kenny and Jessica 

Johnson
Rosemary Kilkenny, Esq.
Jay and Ann Killeen
Kevin Kinkead
Franz Kuo

Joni Langevoort
Robert and Kathleen Lynch
Victor and Michelle Maddux
The Matich Family
Dennis and Jane McAuliffe
Nan and Nick McConnell
Mike and Carol McGarry
Caroline and Jonathan McGraw
Frances McLaughlin  
and Doug Hughes

Sarah and Patrick Moore
Erin Murphy
Sharon and Joe Mussomeli
Edward and Molly Newberry
Roger and Dotty Nittler
Julie Nutter
Linda O’Connor
David Opitz
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Orr
Caroline Park
Joseph and Nancy Piccione Family
Ruthann Pippenger
Paul and Jamie Popernack
Chris and Sue Rasmus
Potomac Community Resources
Alison Richards
Dr. Pietra Rivoli
Mickelle and Timothy Rodriguez
Karen and Doug Rumble
Barbara and David Ruppert
Mary Ruppert
Aurora Santiago
Ken and Bich-Thuy Sault
Virginia Schofield and Peter Hakim
Pat and Lisa Sieg
Caitlin, Luke, Patrick, Joseph and 

Francis Smith
Katherine Clegg Smith
Pat and Ivo Spalatin
Betty Sullivan
Brian and Barbara Taylor
Brian Tefft
Julie Lopez and Grover Thomas
Vern and Beth Thomas
Carol Wambeke and  
Augusto de la Torre

DeeDee Tostanoski
Sarah and Jim Tressler
Richard and Carol Urban
Willy Walker
James T. Walsh
The Waxenfelter Family
Wendy Wertheimer
Ann and Tom West
Megan Westmoreland
Elizabeth and Jesse Yoder
Ann and Mal Young
Anonymous (6)

IN HONOR OF 

Jerry Bentley
Dottie Bockstiegel
Dollie Cromwell
Chris and Mimi Dorment
Ltc. Oscar Garcia

Richard Gaunt
Rev. Tim Malone
St. Francis of Assisi Church
Dominick and Peggy Torre

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS 

Charles S. Abell
Vasu Abhiraman
Jane Adams
Carol Akers
Alicia Troncoso
Mary A. Anders
Jo Elaine Anderson-Green
Steve and Patricia 
Elise Baach
Belkacem Baccouche
Kevin and Thayer Baine
Philip Baker-Shenk
Maria Barker
Gregory Barry
Anne Barsanti
Mary and Jeffrey Barsanti-Barber
Constance Battle
Mary E. Beary
Bill Behan
Jerry Bentley
Derek Bentoff
Janice LaLonde Benton
Robert and Stephanie Bernardin
Bruce C. Black
Nancy Blackmore
Devin Bode
John Borelli
Dixcy Bosley
Joann M. Bosnick
Jerry Bradley
Molly Brinker
John Broadbent
Betsy Broder and David 
Wentworth

William and Patricia Broderick
Carole Brown
Mike Brown
Leigh Burnham
Carolyn Burstein
Jessica Burt
Vincent Bush
Helene Businger
Mary Ellen Byrum
Ricardo A. Cadenas
Joan Caivano
Teri Calinao
Azalea Candelaria
Elizabeth Caniano
John Cannefax
Fr. Moises Villalta, OFM Cap
Lara Case
Christina F. Casto, Jr.
Erica Chapmen
Dan Claire
Charles Clark
Calvin Clarke
Gerry and Lydia Clemmer
Kate Clinton
Joseph D. Codd, (Ret.)

Thank you to our donors!  
These gifts were received in our fiscal year calendar October 1st, 2016 – September 30th, 2017. Donors  
who made gifts received after September 30th, 2017 will be acknowledged in our next annual report.
 



Joy Cohen
Andrew Commisso
James Connell
Bob Cooke
Kent C. Cooper
Brendan Coyne
Anne Cregger
Jonah Cremin-Endes
Catherine Cross
Denny Cumber
Kara Cunnane
Nancy E. and  

Michael J. Currier
Emmy Lu Daly
James J. and Patrice S. Datovech
Jim, Carol and Valery Davenport
Donna Davis
Maureen Degnan
Mr. Christopher Savage and  

Mrs. Julie DeMareo
Laura DeMaria
Mary Dempsey
Robin Denney
Chris Dethlefs
Angela Devierno
Frances Diaz
Rachel Dickerson
Katy Didden
Dolores and Vic Dillon
Carroll and Dean Drewyer
Nicole Dufresne
Adrianna Duggan
Kerne Earley
Theresa J. Egan
Gerard Elbers
Katie Paquette Ellerhorst
Lucy and Dan Ellerhorst
Elizabeth Ellison
John and Elaine Everly
Brian Ewell
William and Ramona Ferrando
Mara Foley
Peter Ford
Frederick and Sharon Reitz
Fred Fried
Judy Funderburk
Rev. John A. Gallagher
Esteban Garcia
Mike Gaunt
Diane Gavin
Christine Gericke
Jill Marie Gerschutz-Bell
Mary Ann Gibbons
Sabrina and Peter Glass
Laurel Glassman and William Neff
Helen Glover
Charis Good
Judith and Robert Goodwin
Anthony J. Gostkowski
Julian I. Graubart
Allison Graviss
Dana Greene
Clifford Hackett
Christine Hahn
Lisa Hake
Charles Lawrence Hamm
Jennifer Han
Mary Pam Hardy
Cindy Hart
Margaret Harwood

Rick Hendricks
Patricia Herron
Brian Hickey
Mo Higgs
Gary Horlick
Nickie Moreno Howard
Brian Howell
Bill Howells
Tom and Carolyn Hubers
Alyssa Huberts
Bernard Jacobs
Jerry Jacobs
Jane and Mark Jacobsen
Anne Jarman
Melissa Javier-Barry
Jean Johnson
Karen and David Johnson
Heather Jolly
Melissa Kahn
Lori Kaplan
Rob Kazee
Mary Beth and Tom Keaney
Bethany Keener
Connie Kelly
Don Kelly
Kenneth and Margaret Kelly
Frank Kendall, III
Eileen Kessler
Carol Knebel
Peg Kolm
John Koppel
Michael Krebs
Barbara Kreutzer
Terry and Bill Kuethe
Carol and Keith Kurtz
Letitia and David Labell
Elena Lacayo
Tricia Lacock
Joe Lahood
Jared Lang
Sonia Lawson
Jeff Levi
Helen Lewis
Sophie Lillis
Sunita Lough
Dennis Lucey
Dave MacMillan
Maria Madden
Chris Maggio
F. Barry Maher
Rev. Tim Malone
Dr. Patricia Maloof
Gil Marquez
Joe Martocci
Patricia Matheson
Don McClelland
Matt McCracken
Jeanne McDermott
Sandy and Dan McDonald
Patrick McDonough
Mary and Capt. Thomas McGinlay, 
(Ret)

Allison McGinley
Jack McHale
Mike McIntosh
Maureen McMahon
Lacey and Brian Meenaghan
Martin Mellett
Wendy Mellinger
John A. Mercantini

Larry D. Merkle
Rev. Andrew Merrow
Morton Miller and  

Linda Lipman Miller
Haley Minter
Germana and Gerard Mitchell
Ian Mitchell
Julia Mitchell
Tom and Mary Mitchell
Afroze A. Mohammed
Judi Molinelli
Mary Moltumyr
Beth Morrow
Meghan Mullan
John Muller
Tom Mulloy
Norma Murchison
Anne Murphy
Jim Murty
Neil and Barbara Demchick
Nicole Newell
L. Lamar Nisly
Paul Nolan
Elizabeth and Ramille Nomorosa
Jane Oates
Pat O’Connor
Pat O’Connor
Peter Ognibene
John Orr
Patrick O’Shea
Dale Ostrander
Anna Ostrega
Cheryl and Michael Palmer
David Palmer
Lauren Palmer
Ronald and Janet Panetta
George and Elizabeth Parker
Carrie Paulsen
Allison Peterman
John Pierce
Lincoln Pitts
Paulette Platis
Matt Ponder
Kathy Pyne
Marc Raymond
Morgan Reed
Nadine Reid
Timothy Reilly
Sam Resnick
Janet Rife
Kris Ritter
Gretchen Robertson
Kevin Robertson
Aurelio and Beverly Roca
Earline Rodgers
Juan Rodriguez
Annabeth Roeschley
Fr. Bob Rokusek
Sarah Ruszkowski
Barbara Ryan and Bob Jacobs
Sharon Ryan
Harriette Sackler
Katherine Santa Ana
Alfonso and Elena Joy Sasieta
Sito Sasieta
Jameia Saunders
Fritz Schloss
Michael and Mary Schreiner
Chris Schumann
Dick and Mary Ann Scully

Heidi Shapiro
Julie and Bob Sherrick
Mary Shivanandan
Francene Short
Aileen Sibener
Justin Silvers
Rachel Simon
Richard Simon
Grace C. Sims
Kay Sindoni
Theo and Sharmila Sitther
Dominic Smith
Joseph F. Spaniol, Jr.
Bill Spinnell
Betsey and John St. Louis
John M. Faust and  
Catherine E. Stetson

Amy and Samuel Stoleru
Dr. Lois Stover
Lee Porter Stroh
Jack and Paula Sullivan
Kevin Sullivan
Lila Sullivan
Raymond and Anne Sumser
Susan Swain
Edna Tang
Anne B. Ternes
Aki Thomas
Theodore H. Thomas
Crystal Thomas
Virginia Thornburgh
Bill Ticknor
Darcy Tiglas
Tim Tilson
Luther and Marilee Tollefson
Rachel Trego
Minne Mohammed
Carl and Joan Tubbs
Fernando and Stephanie  
Van Reigersberg

Kenneth Lee Vickers
Jen Vigario
Martha Cecilia Villada
Ileana Villagra
Susan Voinche
Jessica Wabler
Maria A. Walsh
Marilyn Walsh
Phoebe Yang Watkin and  

Robert Watkin
Edward Watkins
Bruce Weaver
Dr. John Werning
Latisha White
Mary White
Kelly A. Whitt
Dolores Wilson
Robert Wilson
Nancy L. Withbroe
Charles Wolleben
Patricia Woolsey
James and Cornelia Worsley
Stephen Yoder
William Zavarello
Anonymous (12)



Thank you for your generous support!  
OVER THE PAST YEAR THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO L’ARCHE THROUGH 
FINANCIAL GIFTS, IN-KIND DONATIONS,  VOLUNTEER HOURS,  AND PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE. 

Faith Communities  
and Schools

Archdiocese of Washington

Assumption College

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church

Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle

Church of the Holy Comforter

Cleveland Park Congregational 
United Church

Dulin United Methodist Church

Eighth Day Faith Community

Georgetown University

Jubilee Church

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church

Marymount University

Notre Dame University

Our Lady Queen of Peace

Seekers Church

St. Francis of Assisi Church

St. Irenaeus Church

St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

Foundations

Albert L. Tucker and Elizabeth T. 
Tucker Foundation

AMDG Foundation

Andreas Foundation

Birk Family Foundation

Clark-Winchcole Foundation

Claude Moore Charitable 
Foundation

Dayton Foundation Depository, Inc.

GE Foundation

Jerome A. Kaplan and Deena L. 
Kaplan Family Foundation, Inc.

TEGNA Foundation

The AmazonSmile Foundation

The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation

The Community Foundation for the 
National Capital Region

Washington Forrest Foundation

The Delores Barr Weaver TCF Staff 
Giving Fund

Corporate and  
Community Partners

Arc of Northern Virginia

Bethlehem House

Brian A. Taylor Photography

Claritas Creative

Hatcher Design Office

Home Depot

International Union of Bricklayers 
and Allied Craftworkers

Jim Koons Automotive Companies

Life Skills Center

Mary And Daniel Loughran 
Foundation

Moore Therapy, LLC

Peacehaven Community Farm

Pheonix Bikes

Roca Dental

The Order of Malta, Federal 
Association-USA

The Paschal Lamb

United Way

Williams & Connolly LLP

The World Bank

* Please contact us if you believe there 
has been an omission. We apologize 
for any human error that may have 
missed your generosity. 

L’Arche Greater Washington, D.C.
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